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[bookmark: _Hlk506906277]Vietnam by ORSKA
[bookmark: _GoBack]Anna Orska on designing on the road
Anna Orska is no ordinary figure, which is reflected in the jewelry she designs. The artist is known for her use of non-standard materials, such as climbing equipment, artistic ironwork or pebbles from Spanish beaches. For several years she has been exploring new, unusual areas for jewelry. In search of inspiration and new techniques for creating components worthy of a jewelry frame, Anna Orska sets off on trips to distant places, famous for handicrafts that are unavailable in Poland. She seeks out ideas and associates in small societies with handicraft roots. Places with a handicraft tradition are an excellent stimulant for creativity, giving new projects a unique authenticity.
[bookmark: _Hlk508711107]This spring, ORSKA-branded boutiques feature the Vietnam collection, the result of 10 months of work. These projects were created during the designer’s month-long journey to Asia. The direction chosen was certainly no coincidence – Halong Bay is a picturesque place with tree-lined mountains rising straight from emerald water. But the depths of the ocean hide much more than rocks. This is a location that is famous for the breeding of sea pearls. Anna Orska chose Vietnam for her next destination with the goal of finding a job on a pearl farm and immortalizing the extraordinary beauty of these places in underwater photographs.
“I did not appreciate the importance of pearl farms for the Vietnamese people,” says the designer. “I thought that getting into such a farm would not be particularly difficult. I was hoping that with a little dose of persuasion and some pleading glances I would be able to work there and come back with pearls I would find myself. I had no contact to a specific person or location, but usually the best information I get comes from local residents, taxi drivers, family and friends encountered completely by accident. I often discover that people are incredibly helpful. Sometimes a simple smile is enough to get something done. This time, however, it was much more difficult. Farms cannot be found on the Internet or in a guide. Places promoted in this way are those arranged for tourists. These are not real farms, but a kind of commercial illusion. Eventually, I got close to a farm, but had to use some extremely guerrilla methods. I followed the staff of one of these farms and that is how I reached the right location. Unfortunately, this did not bring me closer to my goal. It turns out that farms are places that allow entire villages and towns to make a living. They are extremely valuable places for residents, so they are protected as much as possible. On the spot, it turned out that underwater farms hidden among the rocks are guarded like underwater prisons. The water is patrolled by armed guards. They also have control points where, in small watchtowers on the surface, someone is watching over the pearls at all times. It's hard to be surprised. One piece is bred for two years, and many of them are not of satisfying quality at all. One perfect pearl is a true treasure; therefore, it is guarded according to its rank.”
During her stay in Vietnam, Anna Orska found the farms she was looking for, and even managed to acquire unique, irregular pearls. Pearl diving, however, was out of the question, so the original travel idea and the Vietnamese collection had to be changed. There was little time left and the logistics were also unfavorable, but determination can combat all obstacles. Returning without a collection was not acceptable.
“I came here to work, and I knew the plans for my brand for the next year depended on whether I came back with the collection. Plans are the smallest problem, they can always be changed, but many people, including my entire team, had been waiting for projects. I could not imagine returning and saying that it hadn’t worked. Fortunately, years ago I became interested in lacquer items and came to know their origin. At that time it was not a technology within my reach, but I kept this idea somewhere in the back of my head. It was the perfect opportunity to finally make use of this concept. In this way, an alternative plan was born rapidly. We managed to locate a small village where many sealing specialists had been operating for years. I owe the success of this search entirely to the friendships I made during my travels.”
In this way, the jewelry designer reached one of the many craft settlements surrounding Hanoi. In Vietnam there are villages specializing in the production of just one type of commodity; these can be products such as knives, bird cages, ceramics, wine, or, as life has shown, everything you might dream of.
“In the village I was taken under the wings of one of the craftsmen, spending whole days in his workshop or with his family. We worked together and ate meals together. I was surrounded by great kindness. I also had an excellent opportunity to learn how to work with lacquer from scratch. I lived in the vicinity of a painting studio, and it was difficult to find a place that could be closer to my heart. I couldn’t believe how lucky I was. Despite the complications, the situation developed so beautifully for me.”
Sealing is a technique with a long and rich tradition, its roots reaching back up to six thousand years. The process itself is tedious and time-consuming. The creation of a lacquer item starts with a piece of wood, which forms the foundation. Next, a hand-cut mother-of-pearl ornament is applied, and then the longest and most elaborate work phase – the application of lacquer – begins. Each side must be sealed separately and allowed to dry, then polished. This treatment is repeated many times, so the creation of one element can last up to six weeks. This is handicraft in its truest form. It requires patience, humility and a great deal of precision.
“During my stay in Vietnam I designed elements for bracelets, necklaces and earrings. I was also able to prepare prototypes of many of these elements. I accelerated the sealing process by applying two layers of lacquer each day instead of one. Naturally, due to the rush and my lack of skill, the items I made were not used in jewelry, but on the basis of these subsequent elements were made after my departure.”
Features of jewelry designed by Anna Orska are decorated with pearly ornaments in the shape of bamboo shoots and leaves and other floral motifs. The decorations are covered with black and red lacquer and then framed in silver. Part of the jewelry collection was created using pearls from Halong Bay, which became the main accent of asymmetrical earrings, irregular pearl necklaces tempered with silver, and large bracelets. The entire collection is limited and individual patterns will not be repeated in the future.
“For me, this jewelry collection is symbolic. Black and white are the colors of my brand – my colors, for which I have always had a weakness. Red is the color of happiness in Asia – the feeling that accompanies me when I travel. The pearls will always remind me of the striking beauty of the Vietnamese coast, and the ornaments of the charm of that adventure. Each of the jewelry copies created reminds me of all those sincere people and the exciting experiences that enriched me when creating this collection. I hope that the necklaces, bracelets and earrings will inspire their new owners and give them a piece of happiness similar to that I experienced in Vietnam.”
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